
 

 

Weekly Wrap-Up 
11/8/19 
 

 
Dear Park Families and Friends, 
This past week was a busy one at Park School!  Highlights for the 
week included a Fall Sale from Room 29, the culminating 
celebration of Hispanic Heritage month, an engaging professional 
development opportunity, and a productive and inspirational PTA 
meeting.  At our PTA meeting, we worked on plans for the upcoming Holiday Party on Wednesday, 
December 11th.  Classrooms and groups within Park will be collecting and creating baskets for a raffle. 
Your child’s teacher will be contacting you with a list of ideas and items for their theme.  (Donated 
baskets would be great, too!)  We will also send out an Amazon wishlist to make any donations to the 
raffle/auction even easier!  In addition to a raffle, Park will also hold a silent auction.  If you have access 
to any items that would command some competitive bidding in our silent auction, it would be greatly 
appreciated!  The Holiday Party is one of Park’s major fundraisers and proceeds from this event are 
crucial to supporting our PTA and their efforts.  Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
 
Kind regards, 
Jill Anderson, Principal 
847-424-2301 
andersonj2@district65.net 
Pronouns: she/her/hers 
 
Upcoming Events 

★ Monday, November 11th - Non-Attendance Day 
★ Tuesday, November 12th - Picture Retake Day 
★ Tuesday, November 12th - Parent Education Night: Transition Focus (6-8pm) 
★ December 11 - Holiday Party 
★ May 13 - Family Fun Fest 

 
Parent Education Night 
Please join us on Tuesday, November 12th, for our next Parent Education Night.   Park has invited a 
well-known attorney, Robert H. Farley, Jr. to speak to our parents about “What Every Parent and 
Educator Needs to Know About Obtaining Funding and Services for a Disabled Child/Adult in the State 
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of Illinois …. And How to Secure Their Future.”  Robert Farley is the author of “The Book”, in which he 
explains how the navigate the Illinois Disability System.  This is going to be an incredibly valuable 
opportunity for parents and guardians.  PTA will be sponsoring dinner and childcare.  It’s not too late to 
RSVP!  We hope you can join us at Park School from 6-8pm on Tuesday, 
November 12! 
 
Fall Sale! 
The students in Katlynn O’Hara’s class, room 29, held a highly profitable Fall 
Sale this week.  They baked and sold apple and blueberry muffins and pumpkin 
seeds in a variety of flavors.  They also sold carmel apples and pumpkin 
centerpieces.  The student practiced their math skills as they counted the 
quantities and added up the cost of items.  Room 29 raised enough money to 
fund a community outing.  What great entrepreneurs!   

 
Celebrating the Culmination of 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
On Wednesday, November 6th, Park celebrated the culmination of 
Hispanic Heritage Month.  We gathered in the gym for a viewing of 
the film, Coco and enjoyed churros from La Principal and Mexican 
soda and horchata.  During this past month, Park students made an 
ofrenda in one of our display cases on the first floor.  Each 

classroom selected a Spanish-speaking, Latin country to examine the flag and conducted lessons 
focused on the colors in each flag.  Artwork and activities from these lessons decorated our halls and 
the ofrenda.  Thank you to the staff who helped plan these wonderful activities! 
 
Park School Celebrates Our Common Values 
This week, Park School nominated and selected Aaliyah (Julie Sullivan’s class), Leo 
(Ren Heckathorne’s class), Gabriel (Sarah Macfarlane’s class), and Eegan (Jennifer 
Flaxman’s class) as the Park School Students of the Week!  And 
Mayfield Mason, room 29 paraprofessional, was selected as our Staff 
Member of the Week!  These students and staff received this award 
because they exemplified the school-wide common values of Be Safe, 
Try Your Best, and Be a Good Friend.  Way to go!   
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General Reminders 
★ Any urgent calls, including child absences, please contact the main office at 

847-424-2300.   
★ If you drop your child off at school, or pick them up, please remember to sign them 

in/out at the front desk 
★ We are examining our procedures for visitors at Park School.  We are clarifying these 

procedures for multiple reasons, including but not limited to the safety of the visitor, 
protecting the confidentiality of our students, and of course, the safety of our students 
and staff.  When a parent or guest visits Park School (ex: IEP meeting, volunteer in the 
classroom, observe, etc.), the following procedures will be implemented: 

○ Visitor(s) should sign in at the office in the secured lobby and indicate their 
destination in the log.  

○ Visitor(s) will exchange a form of identification for a visitor’s badge (the badge 
must be worn at all times). 

○ Park School staff will escort the visitor(s) to their destination.  The visitor will be 
asked to wait in the secure lobby for the escort. 

○ After the observation or meeting, Park staff will escort the visitor(s) back to the 
lobby to sign out and exchange their visitor tag for their form of identification. 

Please know that you are very welcome at Park School.  The safety of our Park community is our 
top priority and by implementing these procedures consistently, we can better ensure safety for 
all. 
 

 


